
   SUMMER 2025 

Your Organization 

Inside this issue 

 

 

 The Joy of the Gospel in      

           Regional Retreats …………...….2-3 

 

 The Joy of the Gospel in  

           Profession ...………...……...…….…4 

 

 Fr. Stan Konieczny OFS.…...…... 5 

 JPIC in Action ………………………..6 

 The TAU-USA Magazine and 

Upcoming 2026 Q ………..……....7 

 The Joy of the Gospel in  a    

Fraternity Election………….…..….8 

 The Joy of the Gospel in visiting 

the Joyful Servants ……….…......9 

 Franciscan Connection ………….10 

 SAVE THE DATES……………….....11 

 Our Fraternities……..…..………...12 

 

LISTEN, DISCERN, GO FORTH 

 

Warm, summer greeting to you!  

 

We’re closing in on the end of our 3-year national theme of ‘Listen, Discern, 
Go Forth’. With this theme, we were asked three years ago to use this in all 
aspects of our ongoing Franciscan Spirituality and vocation in the Order.  

 

The blessed news is that I find our fraternities are doing just that all over the 
region!  Whether it is determining the path for upcoming ongoing formation 
topics, discussing new ways of providing opportunities for members to meet 
and get to know each other better, or maybe even continuing the humble 
journey to canonical establishment—all of these, and I am sure many, many 
more, start with listening (through prayer, scripture, Mass, Franciscan     
writings, etc.); discerning (Colossians 1:9), and then going forth (Rule,       
Articles 6, 11,14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19). 

 

Our region has kept this going as well!  Collectively, we’ve offered seasonal 
online retreats, in-person retreats (we have a BIG one coming up in August, 
don’t miss out!), a Franciscan Saint Series, Formation Workshops, the     
quarterly Clarion Newsletter, our regional website, annual Regional Chapter 
Gatherings, and warm, Franciscan hospitality.  

 

May our region always that source of promoting fraternal connections,      
collaborative works and prayerful service.  And may we, step by step,        
continue our journey following Jesus Christ in the footsteps of Saint Francis 
by listening, discerning and going forth.  

 

Peace & All Good, Always,  Chris Blood, ofs   
 

Fall 2021 
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                           THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN                          
REGIONAL RETREATS 



  THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL 
IN REGIONAL RETREATS 
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GO TO OUR REGIONAL WEBSITE TO REGISTER. 

 

 

https://www.stclareregionofs.org/canticle-of-the-

creatures-retreat.html 

BROTHER SUN, SISTER MOON 

 

https://www.stclareregionofs.org/canticle-of-the-creatures-retreat.html
https://www.stclareregionofs.org/canticle-of-the-creatures-retreat.html


 

PROFESSION 

 

 

Marilyn Muegge, OFS 

 

May 3, 2025 

 

St. Francis of Assis         

Fraternity 

Oakville, MO 

 

 

  THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN PROFESSION! 
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“I, by the grace of God, renew my baptismal promises and consecrate 

myself to the service of his Kingdom. Therefore, in my secular state I 

promise to live all the days of my life the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the Secular Franciscan Order by observing its rule of life.  May the grace 

of the Holy Spirit, the intercession of the Blessed  Virgin Mary and our 

holy father Saint Francis, and the fraternal bonds of community always be 

my help, so that I may reach the goal of perfect Christian love.” 

Marilyn Muegge, OFS, is surrounded by her Godson, Simon; Simon’s big sister Veronica;  Tim McGee, OFS, 

vice minister; Mimi Siebert, OFS, Formation Director; and Bonnie Sabin, OFS, Spiritual Assistant.  



 

 

 

 

 

FR. STAN WAS  

THE SPIRITUAL  

ASSISTANT  

TO THE  

ST. PETER 

FRATERNITY IN  

BELLEVILLE, IL.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL WONDERFUL SERVICE  
                

Fr. Stanley J. Konieczny, OFS, 70, of Smithton, 
born April 14, 1955, in East St. Louis, died Tuesday, 
May 6, 2025, at his residence. 

After graduating from Assumption High School in 
East St. Louis, he received a bachelor’s degree 
from St. Mary   University in San Antonio and a 
master’s from Washington University in St. Louis. 

Before pursuing his seminary studies at St. Mary 
of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein, Fr. Stan was a 
writer and associate editor of The Messenger and 
communications director for the Adorers of the 
Blood of Christ at Ruma. He was ordained to the 
priesthood June 3, 2006, by Bishop Edward Brax-
ton. 

Prior to his ordination, he interned with Fr. Ray 
Schultz at Holy Trinity Parish in Fairview Heights. 
Fr. Konieczny was assigned as an associate at St. 
Augustine Parish in Belleville from 2006-2009, and 
Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in Waterloo from 2009-
2010. 

In 2010, he was named the pastor of St. Liborius 
Parish in St. Libory and St. Anthony Parish in Live-
ly Grove from 2010-2011. He was named Reverend 
of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in 2011 and 
graciously served his parish until his passing. 

Fr. Stan served as the chaplain with the Knights of 
Columbus Council 14851 in Smithton and held the 
position of spiritual assistant with the Secular 
Franciscan Order, St. Peter’s Fraternity, in Belle-
ville. He also enjoyed having Masses at Poor 
Clares Monastery every Saturday morning. 

Visitation was held May 13 and May 14 at the Ca-
thedral of St. Peter in Belleville. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held May 14 at the Cathedral of St. 
Peter, Belleville. Msgr. William McGhee officiated. 

Burial was at St. John the Baptist Catholic Ceme-
tery in Smithton. 
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 THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN JUSTICE, PEACE & INTREGITY 
OF CREATION: THIS IS WHO WE ARE  
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THE LATEST EDITION OF OUR    

NATIONAL MAGAZINE, THE           

TAU-USA IS  AVAILABLE ONLINE: 

CLICK ON THE PHOTO TO READ OR VISIT THE 

NATIONAL WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION ON 

BOTH! 

WWW.SECULARFRAN

CISCANSUSA.ORG 

 

THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN THE UPCOMING Q (2026) 
AND THE NEW TAU-USA MAGAZINE– SPRING 2025  

    Our upcoming 2026 Quinquennial is fast 
approaching.  Registration opens August 1. 
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http://www.secularfranciscansusa.org
http://www.secularfranciscansusa.org
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/TAU-USA_115_spr_25.pdf


 

 

FRATERNITY ELECTIONS 

FOLLOWERS OF FRANCIS 

SPRINGFIELD, MO 

 

JUNE 14, 2025 

 

 

 THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN SERVING                         
ON THE COUNCIL!  
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The Entire Followers of Francis Fraternity! 

On Saturday, June 14, 2025, the Followers of Francis Fraternity in Springfield, MO has 

its fraternity elections.  The new council is (left to right):  

 

Br. David Buer, OFM (St. Clare Region— Co-Spiritual Assistant); Lee Woods, OFS,      

Councilor; Irene Livingston, OFS, Treasurer; Ken Livingston, OFS, Councilor;  Mary 

Benner, OFS; Vice Minister; Sandra Dirksen, OFS, Secretary, Chris Rice, OFS, Minister, 

and Christine Blood, OFS (St. Clare Region— Minister)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN THE  
VISITING FRATERNITIES 
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On Saturday, May 30, we were able to enjoy a special visit with the wonderful 

fraternity of Joyful Servants in Jefferson City, MO. 

 

We had a joy-filled time during the gathering, which included  social  time first 

with snacks and coffee, Morning Prayer, Ongoing Formation from the Holy 

Half Hours, a good sharing on each person’s journey towards the  Secular 

Franciscan Order and ways each one sees themselves contributing to fraternal 

life.  

 

Thank you for showing us your JOY!   

Maureen Gray & Chris Blood 



 THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL WONDERFUL SERVICE  
                

https://franciscanconnection.org/ 

Javier Orozco, PhD, OFS, is 

on the board of Franciscan           

Connection.  He is a      

member of the St. Anthony 

of Padua Fraternity in St. 

Louis.  

There are many volunteer 

opportunities with them,      

including time and financial 

support.   

For more information, 

please call 314-773-8485 or 

visit their website below.  

Thank you! 

https://franciscanconnection.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

——————- 

NATIONAL      

CHAPTER 

 

——————- 

REGIONAL           

RETREAT 

——————- 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 

SAINT CLARE      

REGION 

——————- 

VISITATION 

 

—————- 

THE NEXT Q 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND  

SAVE THE DATES RECAP! 

 

 St. Clare Regional Retreat                                 
August  7-10, 2025                                             
Pallottine Renewal Center                                  
Florissant, MO     REGISTER NOW! 

 OFS-USA National Chapter                              
September 17-22, 2024                                     
Marriottsville, MD 

 

 OCTOBER 12, 1995—OCTOBER 12, 2025 

     SAINT CLARE REGION’S 30TH BIRTHDAY! 

 

 Saint Clare Region                                                    
National Pastoral & Fraternal Visitation           
November 7-9, 2025                                          
The Tau Center, Kirkwood, MO  

   

 The 21st Quinquennial Congress                      
July 29-August 2, 2026                                      
Lexington Griffin Gate Marriott Lexington, KY 
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Our Region’s Website! 

On our website we have     

information on all of our     

fraternities, our regional    

formation  workshops and 

resources, our archived    

newsletters, and more! 

As we continue to add and 

build the site, please email us 

to add more information on 

your  fraternity, your formation 

suggestions, your newsletters…  

The website is designed to be a 

repository for ALL of our    

fraternities.  Let’s build this                            

together! 

 

 

Followers of Francis Fraternity  

Minister: Chris Rice OFS 

2513 N. Johnson 

Springfield, MO 65803 

 

 
Joyful Servants Fraternity 
Minister: Debbie Noland OFS 
PO Box 2008 
Camdenton, MO 65020 
 
 
 
San Damiano Fraternity  

Minister: Jan Parker OFS 

190 Rockaway Drive 

O’Fallon, MO 63368 

 

 

St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity 

Minister: Ronald Sansone OFS 
137 W St. Louis St 
Pacific, MO 63069 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
St. Francis of Assisi Fraternity  
Minister: Deacon Steve Schisler 
1916 Laverne Drive 
Arnold, MO 63010 
 

St. Joan of Arc Fraternity 

Minister:  Kim Hoffman-Neal OFS 
1536 Michael St 
Memphis TN 38111 
 

St. Padre Pio Emerging Fraternity  

Acting Minister: Shawn Asmus OFS 
3230 Ridge Rd 
Jackson, MO 63755 
 
St. Peter Fraternity  
Minister: Roger Mueller OFS 
1830 Raab Avenue 
Belleville, IL  62226 
 
 

Servant of God Thea Bowman  

Emerging Fraternity  

Acting Minister: Tom Brinkmann OFS 

4142 Castleman Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63110 
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                            St Clare Region Website:   www.stclareregionofs.org 

http://www.stclareregionofs.org


       St. Clare Regional Council 
2024-2027 

 
Minister:   
Christine Blood, OFS 
11726 Fawnridge Dr 
St. Louis, MO 63131 
 
 
Vice-Minister: 
Connie Shanks, OFS 
922 Brookside Ln 
Rolla MO 65401 
 
  
Secretary:  
Jan Parker, OFS 
190 Rockaway Drive 
O’Fallon, MO 63368 
 
 
 

Treasurer: 
Tom Brinkmann, OFS 
4142 Castleman Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63110 
 
 
Formation Director: 
Annapoorna Mary, OFS 
1528 Mount Moriah Rd 
Memphis, TN38117 
 
Councilor: 
Maureen Gray OFS 
4051 S Parkhill Ct 
Springfield, Mo 65807 
 
Councilor: 
Deacon Steve Schisler, OFS 
1916 Laverne Drive 
Arnold, MO 63010 

 
Councilor: 
Chris Rice, OFS 
2513 N. Johnson 
Springfield, MO 65803 
 
Spiritual Assistant: 
Fr. Pio Jackson, OFM 
P.O. Box 278 
7992 St. Francis Lane 
Dittmer, MO 63024 
 
Spiritual Assistant: 
Br. David Buer, OFM 
743 Agean Way 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
 

stclaregionofs@gmail.com  

mailto:stclareregionofs@gmail.com

