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SECULAR
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STATE OF THE REGION -
CHRISTINE BLOOD, OFS




“LET US BEGIN
AGAIN,
BROTHERS (AND
SISTERS) FOR UP

TO NOW WE
HAVE DONE
LITTLE OR
NOTHING”




BUT WE HAVE
DONE A LOT IN
THE REGION
THIS PAST YEAR
AND WE

CONTINUE TO
KEEP MOVING
FORWARD.
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THE REGION HAS
PUBLISHED THREE
CLARION
NEWSLETTERS THIS
YEAR — FEBRUARY,
MAY, AND
SEPTEMBER. THE
NEXT ONE WILL BE
IN NOVEMBER
2023.
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ST CLARE REGION SECULAR
FRANCISCAN ORDER USA

WELCOME

As'Secular Franciscans, we profess.to live the gospellife‘of our

Lord, Jesus Christ, by followingthe example of our
Seraphic Father Francis who made Christ the center and

inspiration of his life with God and others.

stclareregionofs.org

ALONG WITH THE
WEBSITE, THE
CLARION
NEWSLETTER IS THE
PRIMARY MEANS OF

COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN THE
REGION EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL AND THE
MEMBERS OF THE
REGION.




ST CLARE REGION SECULAR
FRANCISCAN ORDER USA

WELCOME

As'Secular Franciscans, we profess.to live the gospellife‘of our

Lord, Jesus Christ, by followingthe example of our
Seraphic Father Francis who made Christ the center and

inspiration of his life with God and others.

EVERY FRATERNITY
MEMBER SHOULD KNOW
THE WEBSITE ADDRESS
AND RECEIVE THE
CLARION NEWSLETTER.
THIS IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
LOCAL MINISTER AND
COUNCIL.

NOTE: THE CLARION
NEWSLETTER IS KEPT ON
THE REGION’S WEBSITE.




ST. CLARE
REGION 2023

BY THE NUMBERS
& WHAT'S
GONE ON THIS
PAST YEAR




167 ACTIVE PROFESSED SECULAR

FRANCISCANS
9 ACTIVE CANDIDATES AS OF
111/1/2023,
14 ACTIVE INQUIRERS OUR REGION
HAS:
8 CANONICALLY ESTABLISHED
FRATERNITIES

2 EMERGING FRATERNITIES




PROFESSIONS

In 2023, our Region
had 6 candidates
make their professions
into the Order




ONE
FORMATION
WORKSHOP
AND ONE

SEASONAL
ONLINE RETREAT

2023 Regional
Formation
Seasonal
Retreat

Saturday, March 4
9am-12pm

Via Zoom Meeting

THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN FORMATION

2023 Regional Formation Seasonal Retreat

All Are Welcomell!
Regional Formation Seasonal Spiritual Lenten Retreat
March 4, 2023 9am-12pm
Venue: Zoom

in our Cloud HD Video Meeting

Participants: All fraternities of the St. Clare Region

Retreat Speaker: Deacon Joseph Puglis, OFS

THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN FORMATION

2023 Regional 2023 Regional Formation Workshop

Formation
Workshop #4
All Are Welcomell!
Theme: Gospel to Life & Life to Gospel
of the Initial
Saturday, Candidacy to Profession

November 11, 2023
Formation Team: Regional Formation & Servant of God Thea
B y & Padre Pio
St. Clare Region, MO, USA

9:30am-12pm

Via Zoom Meeting

November 11, 2023 9:30am-12pm

Venue: Zoom

Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting

Participants: All fratemities

of the St. Clare Region

More inf ]

under the Formation tab.
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VISITATION TO
ST. JOAN OF
ARC FRATERNITY

IN MEMPHIS, TN
IN FEBRUARY
2023




AND A VISIT
ST. PETER

FRATERNITY IN
BELLEVILLE, IL IN
AUGUST 2023
FOR A RITE OF
ADMITTANCE

Edith Barker &

Pete Joergensen




SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS / FRANCISCAN WORLD by Pat McCloskey, OFM

MIDWESTERN AND SOUTHERN FRATERNITIES GROWING

THE REGION AND
JOYFUL SERVANTS
FRATERNITY IN
JEFFERSON CITY WERE
HIGHLIGHTED IN THE

JUNE 2023 EDITION
OF THE ST. ANTHONY

counts approximately 170 members in 10 fraternities Missouri. Although Christine has been a professed 1 M ESS E N G E R
located in most of Missouri, western Illinois, Secular Franciscan for only nine years, she
northern Arkansas, and northwest Tennessee. s grew up in St. Francis of Assisi Parish in

John Kemper, OFS, (left) helps an employee of Catholic Charities stock the shelves at a food pantry, which is just one of the many ministries

the St. Clare Regional Secular Franciscan Fraternity serveson a regular basis

THE ST. CLARE Regional Secular Franciscan Fraternity God Thea Bowman Emerging Fraternity in Kirkwood,

St. Louis and has been well aware of the

| FRANCISCAN
Franciscans her whole life. When she joined |
an OFS fraternity 12 years ago, she felt as MAGAZI N El

though she was already a Franciscan.
Christine describes her service as regional

Two of the 10 fraternities are a bit different
than the others because they are “emerging,”
or in process of being set up.

Apostolates of these fraternities include
working with a food pantry in Jefferson City,
Missouri, and working with the ecumenical
Veteran Come Home Center in Springfield,
Missouri. The local fraternities have a close

minister as a gift and considers it a privilege
to be the biggest cheerleader of the region’s
members in building up the kingdom of

-

hristine Blood, OFS

connection to the OFM Province of the ' God in the region, its fraternities, and
Sacred Heart, headquartered in St. Louis. individual members.
Regional Minister Christine Blood, OFS, is a mem- Visit StClareRegionOFS.org for more information

ber of one of those emerging fraternities, Servant of about the St. Clare Regional Fraternity.



AND LASTLY, WE HOSTED
THE 2023 NATIONAL
CHAPTER & VISITATION
IN ST. LOUIS IN AUGUST
2023 AT THE PALLOTTINE
RENEWAL CENTER.

THE CHAPTER ATTENDEES
& OTHERS FROM OUR

REGION WERE BLESSED
TO BE ABLE TO
CELEBRATE MASS ON THE
FEAST DAY OF SAINT
LOUIS, KING OF FRANCE
ON AUGUST 25 AT THE
BASILICA OF

SAINT LOUIS.




YOU’LL READ MORE ABOUT
THE NAT’L CHAPTER
GATHERING IN THE FALL
2023 EDITION OF THE
TAU-USA MAGAZINE.

CONNIE SHANKS, OFS
AND MAUREEN GRAY,
OFS WERE OUR
REGION'’S HOSTS AT THE
CHAPTER. THEY DID AN
EXCELLENT JOB!!




2022-2025 OFS-USA Theme

secularfranciscansusa.org

SO... WE ALL
HAVE BEEN AN
ACTIVE PART OF
OUR NATIONAL
THEME-

LISTEN, DISCERN,
GO FORTH




8 ITEMS FOR 2024




#1: REGIONAL
ELECTIONS:

SATURDAY,

JUNE 8, 2024

ST. LOUIS




#2 THE REGIONAL
EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL, ALONG
WITH ST. FRANCIS
OF ASSISI
FRATERNITY, WILL
WORK ON

GETTING ST. PADRE
PIO EMERGING
FRATERNITY
CANONICALLY
ESTABLISHED.




#3 THE REGIONAL
EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL WILL
WORK WITH THE
MONTE LA VERNA
FRATERNITY TO

EITHER COMBINE
WITH ANOTHER
FRATERNITY &/OR
DEACTIVATE.




Newly Unified ‘Province of Our
Lady of Guadalupe’ is Established

in Atlanta, GA #4 THE REC WILL
CONTINUE TO WORK

ON HELPING TRAIN
SPIRITUAL ASSISTANTS
WITH THE NEW OFM

October 17, 2023 - Kerting Baldwin + News & Commentary

PROVINCE — OUR

LADY OF
GUADELOUPE — AND
FR. JEROME WOLBERT,
OFM, THE NEW OFS
ANIMATOR.

Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM



= OFS-USA Database

Peace and All Good!

#5 THE REC WILL
CONTINUE TO WORK

£
"w OFS-USA Database

— TO MAINTAIN
— ACCURATE
INFORMATION IN THE
o NEW NATIONAL

DATABASE WITH EACH
MINISTER.

1 FORGOT MY PASSWORD

Getting Started:

Video on login and password change
1f you're having login issues
Background Information for all users

ofsusadb.org




T Secular Franciscan Order - USA

Home Offices v News v  Resources v PrayWithUs v  ContactUs v  Search

How to apply for a Duns Scotus Formation Fund (DSFF) Grant

Duns Scotus Formation Fund

#6 THE REC WILL
APPLY TO THE DUNS
SCOTUS FUND
(NATIONAL) FOR A
GRANT OF $480 —

COST TO HOST AND
HOUSE THE REGIONAL
FORMATION
WORKSHOPS ON
OUR WEBSITE.




#7 THE REC WILL
CONTINUE TO HOST
1. A REGIONAL
FORMATION
WORKSHOPS

2. AN IN-PERSON
RETREAT

3. A ZOOM SEASONAL
RETREAT (LENT)

MARCH 9, 2024




#8 — AND OF
COURSE, MORE
VISITATIONS FROM
YOUR REGIONAL

MINISTER AND
COUNCIL MEMBERS
TO THE LOCAL
FRATERNITIES.




2023 NATIONAL CHAPTER: 2 ITEMS THAT WERE VOTED ON AT THE
NATIONAL CHAPTER WHICH WILL IMPACT OUR REGION NEXT YEAR:







